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Power of Cooperation 873 

The executive officer of the Legislative Council of Women spent 
her entire time in the legislature in the interest of bills in which 
women were vitally affected. At one point in the fight this woman 
said : "How gratifying it is to work with a group of trained women 
who are accustomed to obeying orders as the nurses do. Many times 
our club women when asked to do a certain thing will decide that 
their own way would be a better way, and thereby they lose much 
time and effort." She did not know that at times we met similar 
difficulties in our own ranks. In one of our small nursing centers, the 
nurses could not see the reason for so much publicity nor for so many 
changes in instructions from the main committee. Neither could they 
understand why the nurses working in the legislature permitted any 
changes in their bill. This slight difficulty arose because of a lack of 
understanding of the difficulties encountered in any legislative work. 

To be successful in legislative affairs, it is absolutely essential 
to have a legislative committee in complete charge of operations, — 
one in which the nurses are willing to place their entire confidence, 
and they should expect to obey any instructions sent out by this com- 
mittee. It is not always possible for those working in the legislature 
to give out in printed statements all the information which they have 
at hand, — to do this would be most unwise. This fact must be real- 
ized by the "workers in the trenches" and they must place implicit 
faith in their committee if they expect to succeed. "A house divided 
against itself cannot stand." That is one of the reasons why women 
frequently fail in such undertakings. They have not yet learned 
always to submerge personalities for the common good. 

The nurses of Indiana will forever owe a debt of gratitude to the 
members of the 1921 General Assembly for the generous support 
given them, and to the men and women of Indiana who gave of their 
time, means, and influence to help their cause. 



SYPHILIS IN PREGNANCY 
The American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology, April, 19X1 
Now that the Wassermann test has been accepted as conclusive means of 
diagnosis, every case of pregnancy should have a routine serological examination, 
even when no suspicious symptoms are present. This might be regarded as a 
prophylactic measure. It is said that at least 40 per cent of syphilitic women 
present no objective symptoms nor are they aware of their condition. This ac- 
counts for the widespread character of the disease and its innocent propagation. 
Hereditary syphilis is one of the most important factors responsible for many 
chronic diseases and the obstetricians must consider themselves responsible to a 
certain degree. The recent work of J. Whitridge Williams and others opens a 
field for broad study. If a study of a series of consecutive cases shows positive 
Wassermann reactions in four or Ave per cent, it is probable that the distribution 
is as extensive as is usually assumed. A more extensive study of this subject 
will do much to reduce the incidence of this disease. 



